KNU and government to discuss ceasefire ‘code of conduct’ at third round of talk
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The Burmese government and the Karen National Union (KNU) agree to meet on 27 August in Hpa-an for three days to discuss ‘ceasefire code of conduct’ after yesterday meeting at Aye Chan Pyo guesthouse in the Burma border town of Myawaddy.
Naw May Oo, a KNU delegate who participated at yesterday meeting told Karen News.
“We are going to discuss about the military ‘code of conduct’ for both sides, as this is an agreement we have reached during the second round of peace talk.”
Naw May Oo also added that the third round of peace talk will also include the issue of withdrawal of troops and bases.
“The most important step to follow up after the second round of talk is for both sides to follow the agreed code of conduct which will also involve movement of troops and camps.”
The two hours long meeting on yesterday was attended by KNU general secretary Naw Zipporah Sein, Padoh Saw Thawthi Bwe, Naw May Oo and Saw Aung Win Shwe from the KNU side and Peace Work Committee Railways Minister U Aung Min, Immigration Minister U Khin Ye, U Soe Thein and the Karen State Minister U Zaw Min from the government.
In addition to government officials, government peace mediators such as Dr. Kyaw Yin Hlaing, U Hla Maung Shwe, U Tin Maung Than from Myanmar Egress Company, U Ngwe Soe, U Ko Ko Maung and his wife Ma Su from Dawei Princess Company attended the yesterday meeting.
After the meeting at Myawaddy, Minister U Aung Min also brought his wife, Dr. Wai Wai Tha and other health officers including Dr. Saw Kalaw Kho from Madalay University, Dr. Khin Maung Myint and Dr. Zin Latt Maung from Myawaddy Hospital to visit Mae Tao Clinic and meet with Dr. Cynthia Maung and other health worker at the clinic for one and a half hour.
A senior from Mae Tao Clinic who doesn’t want to be named told Karen News that the discussion at the clinic include the issue of referring emergency patients, recognition of health workers from the border and to give citizenship to children who has birth registration from the clinic.
“We mainly discussed on these three main topics. For emergency patients, it is particularly pregnant women. After that, Dr. Wai Wai Tha [Minister Aung Min’s wife] donated 100,000 Thai baht.”
During U Aung Min previous trip to Mae Tao Clinic where he met with Dr. Cynthia Maung, the Minister had also donated 150,000 baht to the clinic.
The KNU and government have held two rounds of official peace talks where the first round of peace talk for State level took place at Hpa-an Town on January 12 and the second round of talk for Union level took place at Rangoon on April 6 this year.
